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Short bio: 
 
Ulrich Elmer Hansen holds a master degree in Human Geography from the University of Copenhagen 
and a PhD degree in Innovation Studies from the technical University of Denmark. His research 
focuses on economic development, sustainability and industrialisation in developing countries. His 
research is positioned in Economic Geography, Development Studies and Innovation Studies and 
related theoretical perspectives, such as literature on global value chains, technological capabilities 
and sustainability transitions. Empirical research has focused on renewable energy, including wind 
turbines, solar PV, biomass, biofuels and biogas mainly in Africa (South Africa, Kenya, Uganda, Ghana 
and Senegal) and Asia (China, Malaysia, India, and Thailand). His main contributions has involved 
advancement of the literature on sustainability transitions specifically related to the concept of 
transnational linkages in the Global South. Furthermore, his research has significantly contributed to 
advance the understanding of technological capability building and catching-up of latecomer firms in 
renewable energy industries.  
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