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Et ambivalent opgør
Grønland var tidligt ude med en forsoningskommission og har på den måde banet vejen for andre nordiske opgør med
fortiden. Men den grønlandske kommission var en ambivalent proces – ikke kun i forhold til kolonimagten Danmark – men
også internt i Grønland. Hvad står tilbage efter processen i dag?
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Slagmark - Tidsskrift for idehistorie: Tema: Koloniale aftryk
Året 2017 markerer 100-året for overdragelsen af de tidligere dansk-vestindiske øer til USA. Med denne overdragelse
sluttede over 200 års dansk koloniherredømme i Caribien, og de politiske bånd mellem Danmark og Jomfruøerne blev
brudt. Men forbindelsen mellem de to samfund eksisterer dog stadig: Den fælles historie har sat sine spor i det kulturelle,
økonomiske og politiske liv både i Danmark og på Jomfruøerne. Det er denne forbindelse, som vi ønsker at tematisere
med dette nummer af Slagmark. Temaartiklerne undersøger de forskellige aftryk, som den danske koloniale
tilstedeværelse i Caribien har afsat – både i Danmark og på Jomfruøerne. 
  
Vi håber med nummeret at kunne bidrage til den genskrivning og genfortolkning af den koloniale historie, som finder sted i
disse år. Og vi håber, at kunne bidrage til at skabe nye bånd mellem Danmark og Jomfruøerne i formidlingen af den fælles
historie. Nummeret her indeholder således bidrag af forskere fra både De Amerikanske Jomfruøer og Danmark.  
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Amerikanske tænkere: 14 intellektuelle der ændrede USA
Amerikansk kultur og politik fylder meget i vores bevidsthed og i det danske mediebillede. Vi ved meget om det
(populær)kulturelle Amerika, men det er de færreste af os, der ved særligt meget om de tænkere og tanker, der har formet
den stormagt, der har så stor indflydelse på vores liv. 
 
Amerikanske tænkere er en introduktion til de tænkere og bevægelser, der har haft størst indflydelse på det amerikanske
samfund og den konkrete politiske udvikling i landet de seneste 150 år. Nogle som f.eks. Martin Luther King, Richard
Rorty og Ayn Rand er mere kendte i Danmark end andre, som f.eks. teologen Reinhold Niebuhr eller den afroamerikanske
borgerrettighedsaktivist W.E.B. Du Bois, men tilsammen giver udvalget et unikt indblik i USA’s idémæssige traditioner,
historie og kultur. 
 
Bogen vil give interesserede en langt mere dybdegående forståelse for f.eks. USA’s udenrigspolitik, for race- og
slavespørgsmålet, for USA’s særlige ideologiske historie, hvor ’liberalisme’ og ’socialisme’ betyder noget ganske andet
end herhjemme og for den store betydning, som religion har i USA. 
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Islands of Regret: Restitution, Connected Memories and the Politics of History in Denmark and the US Virgin Islands
The dissertation takes as its starting point the demands of a public Danish apology that were claimed in 1998 in
connection to the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the enslaved Africans in the former Danish West Indies (today’s
US Virgin Islands). In the years to come, different groups of Virgin Islanders claimed reparations several times. The
demands were initially rejected by the Danish government and succeeding Danish governments have continued to reject
any discussion on the matter. With the claims for amends as the spine of the dissertation, I have investigated why the
claims surfaced in 1998 – 150 years after the official abolition of slavery and 81 years after the transfer of the colony to the
USA. I have approached these questions through a study of the narratives in which the story of Denmark as a colonial
power have been shaped both in Denmark but also in the US Virgin Islands.  
The ambition of this dissertation is to place this case within the larger field of international discussions on how to come to
terms with past atrocities. In recent years these discussions have led to public apologies and reparations as well as other
forms of symbolic compensation. In the research literature, the field goes under the name of politics of regret. A number of
leading experts in the field explain this phenomenon with the emergence of a new moral norm with increasing importance
to international politics. Following this norm, the legitimate state is no longer only defined as a state building on democracy
and human rights, but in turn a state able to deal with or even repent former atrocities committed by the state or groups
within it. Denmark normally follows internationally recognized criteria and standards of legitimacy closely. However, in this
case the state seems to stray from the larger pattern. The question is why this is the case. I found the answer to this
question in a study of the public memories and discussions on the past in common – both in Denmark and also in the US
Virgin Islands.  
The dissertation has 3 parts. After an initial exposition of the historical and theoretical context of the case and definition of
the key term social memories, I pose the question in Part 1 as to why the colonial history of Denmark has been
marginalised from public narratives of Danish history and why this past has resurfaced in recent years. In chapter 1, I
focus on the period in which the narratives still guiding public conceptions of the past in Denmark were created in the 19th
century. I focus in particular on the regime change from absolute monarchy to popular sovereignty in 1849 that
necessitated a new foundational narrative legitimising the new state. This period in turn is one in which larger parts of the
Danish realm were either lost or sold. This shrinkage of the empire had direct consequences to the new narrative. Instead
of focusing on the realm at large, the emphasis was narrowly on the Danish nation with a heavy focus on language and
culture. Thereby the histories of the colonies were marginalised. In this chapter, I also discuss the importance of returning
colonial civil servants to the formation of public memories and the absence of direct violence in the phase-out of the
Danish tropic colonies.  
Neither public narratives nor social memories are stable. This is why I in chapter 2 study the transformations of the
memories of Denmark as a colonial power – both in Denmark and the US Virgin Islands. In this study I focus specifically
on the celebration of round number anniversaries of two memorial dates of special importance to these memories and how
they unfolded in 1948, 1967, 1992 and 1998. This period is simultaneously the period in which the global decolonization
process takes off and the responsibilities for the atrocities during the Second World War are discussed internationally –
discussions that in turn have consequences for the formation of memories of Denmark and its colonies.  
The ambition with the Second Part of the dissertation is to place the demands for reparations within its broader political
context. That is, both in terms of the discussion on the past that currently take place in the US Virgin Islands and which



involve highly different groups of actors as well as how these discussions unfolded in the US in particular and the
Caribbean region more broadly. In this part, I argue that the claims for reparations should be understood as part of the
process of creating a foundational political narrative in the territory; a project that has both proved extremely complicated
and also, by necessity, involves Denmark. In chapter 3, I focus on the NGO that most persistently has claimed reparations
from Denmark and the theories and political analysis that motivate these claims. Moreover, I insert the claims in the much
longer history of how the question of reparations for slavery and Jim Crow policies has been debated in the US.  
In Part 3, I return to Denmark in order to study the official Danish rejection of the claims and the reasons behind this
rejection. In chapter 5, I briefly outline two other cases of historical injustices that Denmark has amended. Moreover, I
demonstrate that the diplomatic relations to the US and other EU member states have had decisive impact on the Danish
position. In chapter 6, I discuss the official Danish reactions in light of the existing theoretical literature on the field. Finally I
give an estimation of how the claims in 1998 and the discussions it entailed have impacted public conceptions of the
colonial past in Denmark. 
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For nylig fik udgivelsen af et nyt dansk leksikon om den kolde krig dagbladenes læserbrevsspalter til at gløde rødt. Værket
blev beskyldt for at være politisk farvet. Flere forskere fór i flint, da Anders Fogh Rasmussen for et par år siden brugte en
sammenligning med dansk politik under besættelsen til at legitimere Danmarks deltagelse i Irakkrigen. Og der gik
vedholdende rygter om at teknikere blev truet til at forplumre værket, da kunstneren Elle-Mie Ejdrup Hansen markerede
50-året for befrielsen med en laserstråle langs den jyske vestkyst. 
Eksemplerne viser alle, at den fortid, 2. verdenskrig og den kolde krig udgør, ikke er glemt, og at der stadig foregår en
kamp om, hvordan denne fortid kan og må fortolkes. Samtidig peger eksemplerne også på en række historiepolitiske
spørgsmål: hvem har retten til at udlægge fortiden? De der selv oplevede den? Kunstnere? Historikere? Politikere? 
 Ikke alle artiklerne i dette nummer af SLAGMARK handler om arven efter 2. verdenskrig og den kolde krig. Men
størstedelen af artiklerne reflekterer de diskussioner, overvejelser og spørgsmål, der er affødt af forsøget på at komme
overens med fortiden. 
Temasektionens behandler emner som Folkeskolens historieundervisning, danske politikeres brug af fortællingen om
besættelsestiden, historiepolitik i Rwanda og Eksjugoslavien, holocaustmindesmærker, erstatningskrav for historiske
uretfærdigheder, erindringspolitik i Helsingfors’ byrum, og danske, britiske og amerikanske historikeres forhold til
historiepolitik. 
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The following paper focuses on the present day encounters in Tharangambadi between various Danish actors and
members of the fishermen community. Through three significant notes of convergence between the different versions of
the past the question of cultural encounters are studied as encounters between different historicopolitical horizons and
mnemonic modes of remembrance that are described in phenomenological terms.  The main argument of the article
claims that these preliminary differences result in difficulties of understanding the motives and acts of the other, and also
result in new narratives influenced by the new encounters in Tharangambadi between local inhabitants and Danish
visitors. 
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