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ABSTRACT 
 
This article analyses oil resource-fuelled grievances, greed, and rent-seeking in Nigeria’s local oil 
communities, articulating that such political behaviours are ubiquitous in natural resource conflict 
societies. As defined by Claude Ake “Political stability is the regularity of the flow of political 
exchanges. The more regular the flow of political exchanges, the more stability” (1975: 273). 
Grievance is mainly dominant within the latent to emergency stages of oil conflicts, while greed 
and rent-seeking most often lead to escalation, conflict negotiation and settlement, and in most 
cases, the re-escalation of the conflicts. The paper will draw on empirical data (qualitative) to be 
generated in the Niger Delta region, Nigeria, and literature to illustrate that although grievance, 
greed and rent-seeking in oil conflicts are seen as interlinked and acting within the same 
continuum, they are determined by different opportunity structures, and each produces a different 
type of political stability or instability. This paper in reviewing the three explanations, concludes 
that the above political behaviours are driven by the age- long primitive accumulation of the state, 
while the power relation between oil communities and the Nigerian state determines the approach 
and response (political behaviour) use by the former in accessing oil resource benefits. One of the 
contributions of this article is that it builds a matrix that explains the practicability of greed as a 
theory. 

Keywords: Grievance, greed, rent-seeking, conflict stages, oil resources, political 
stability, political behaviour, primitive accumulation, and opportunity structure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Ndubuisi Nwokolo is a Partner at Nextier, Nigeria. He is also an Honorary Fellow at the School of Government and 
Society, University of Birmingham, UK. He holds a Ph.D. from the University of Birmingham, UK in the political 
economy of oil conflicts, as well as an advanced M.A in conflict and sustainable peace studies from the University of 
Leuven. His research and policy interests center on issues of natural resources conflict and governance, security, peace 
building and sustainable development in fragile and developing states especially Africa. E-mail: 
nnwokolo@thenextier.com, ndnwokolo@yahoo.com Orcid.org 0000-0001-5335-7722 

mailto:nnwokolo@thenextier.com
mailto:ndnwokolo@yahoo.com


2  

REFERENCES 
 
Klare, M (2001) Resource Wars-The new landscape of global conflict. New York: Henry Holt 
publishers. 

 
Claude Ake (1975) “A Definition of Political Stability” Comparative Politics, Vol. 7, No. 2 
(Jan., 1975), pp. 271-283 

 
McGowan, P. J. 2006. “Coups and Conflict in West Africa, 1955–2004: Part II, Empirical 
Findings.” Armed Forces and Society 32 (2): 234–253. 

 
Godwin Okafor (2017) The impact of political instability on the economic growth of ECOWAS 
member countries, Defence and Peace Economics, 28:2, 208-229, 
DOI:10.1080/10242694.2015.1092206 

 
Tell Magazine, February 18, 2008-50 years of oil in Nigeria. 

Libiszewski, S. (1992) ‘What is an Environmental Conflict?’ a revised paper of the paper 
presented at the first coordination meeting of the environment and conflicts project (ENCOP) in 
Berne/Zurich, April 30-May,1992. 
Galtung, J. (1996) Peace by peaceful means peace and conflict, development and civilisation. 
London, Sage publications. 
Ovwasa, L. (1999) “Oil and the minority question in Nigeria”, in Saliu, H. A. (ed) Issues in 
contemporary political economy of Nigeria. Ilorin, Nigeria, Haytee Books. 
Reychler, L. (1999) Democratic peace building and conflict prevention: The devil in transition. 
Belgium, Leuven University press. 

 
Inya, E. (1997) “The Nigerian state, oil exploration and community interest: issues and 
perspective” University of Port Harcourt. 
Jacobs, M. and Reychler, L. “Limits to violence- Towards a comprehensive violence audit” 
Cahiers Internationale Betrekkingen En Vredesonderzoek. Jg.22, vol.68, 4° Kwartaal 2004. 
International Crisis group (2006). Nigeria’s faltering federal experience. African report no.119, 
October, 2006 

Obi, C (2004) Nigeria: Democracy on trail. Lecture presented at the Swedish Development Forum, 
Stockholm, Tuesday, September 14, 2004. 

 
Collier, P. (2000) ‘Rebellion as a quasi-criminal activity’ in The Journal of conflict 
resolution, vol.44, No.6, Economic analysis of conflict. (Dec.2000)pp.839-853. 
 
Collier, P (2001) 'Economic causes of civil conflict and their implications for policy’ pp.143-162 
in Crocker, Hampson and Aall, (ed) Turbulent peace: The challenges of managing international 
conflict. Washington: United States Institute of Peace Press 

 
Human right watch report (2004) ‘Human rights overview’ Human Right Watch [online]. 
Available at http:// hrw.org/reports/2004/Nigeria/index.htm [Accessed 20 February 2006]. 


	Ndubuisi N. Nwokolo1
	ABSTRACT
	Klare, M (2001) Resource Wars-The new landscape of global conflict. New York: Henry Holt publishers.



