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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
Name:  Finn Stepputat 
Profession: Cultural sociologist 
Occupation: Senior researcher 
Birth:  Jan.5, 1955 
Address: F.F.Ulriks Gade 16, 2100 Copenhagen Ø (+45 3918 6228) 
Work:  Danish Institute for International Studies, Strandgade 56, 1401 Copenhagen 

K.  
Tlf:  +45 3269 8685 
Fax:  +45 3269 8800 
E-mail: fst@diis.dk 
 
 
Educational training: 
1992 Ph.D. from the Institute of Cultural Sociology, University of Copenhagen. 
1983 Teachers Training Certificate (‘pædagogikum’) in Spanish and Geography 

at Allerød Gymnasium. 
1983 M.Sc. (Cand.Scient) in Economic Geography from the Institute of 

Geography, Faculty of Science, University of Copenhagen.  
1981 B.A. (bifag) in Spanish Language and Culture from the Faculty of Arts, 

University of Copenhagen. 
 
Professional experience: 
 
Research  
2003-  Senior researcher, Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS) 
2006-07 Post-Doc grant holder, Program in Agrarian Studies, Yale University 
2001-03 Head of section, Conflict, Movement and State formation, Center for 

Development Research (CDR), Copenhagen 
2000-03 Senior researcher, CDR, Copenhagen 
1997-99 Senior project researcher, CDR, Copenhagen. Attached to the program 

Livelihood, Identity and Organization in Situations of Instability 
1994-96 Post-doc. Researcher, Center for Development Research. RUF grant, 

National Conflict and Repatriation. An Analysis of Relief, Power and 
Reconciliation 

1987-91 Research fellow, Institute of Cultural Sociology, University of Copenhagen. 
Project: Disasters, Refugees and Strategies of Everyday-life (University 
grant) 

 
Consultancies and Commissioned work  
2008-9  Analysis of Concerted Civil-Military Planning and Action. Commissioned 

by the Danish Government (coordinator) 
2007  Evaluation of Swiss Humanitarian Aid to Angola 1996-2006. 

Commissioned by Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC/DEZA)  
2005  The experience of MS in areas of conflict. Commissioned by MS Denmark 
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(Team leader) 
2005  Conflict prevention and peacebuilding. An Assessment of the Lessons 

learned and good practices of the Danish MFA. Commissioned by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Team member w. Nordic Consulting Group) 

2001   Review of MS-Central America Regional Program. Commissioned by MS-
Denmark (Team leader) 

2001  Danish Foreign Ministry (resource person and co-organizer): International 
Conference on Peace and Conflict Resolution in Africa, Maputo. 

2000  Conflict Management and Peace Building: Annotated Bibliography and 
State of The Art. Commissioned by Sida. 

2000  Danida study (team leader): The Interaction between Relief and Emergency 
Aid: The International Response to Humanitarian Crisis.  

1995-96 United Nations Mission for Human Rights in Guatemala, MINUGUA. 
Consultant for the Department for Indigenous Affairs and the Regional 
Office in Huehuetenango.  

1994  Norwegian Research Council. Member of the program development 
committee for the research program Forced Migration, Resource Conflict 
and Development 

1993  Fact Finding Mission: Preparation of project-strategies for the assistance 
to the repatriation of refugees from Mexico to Guatemala. Commissioned 
by the Danish refugee Council. 

 
   Administration 

2004-05 Coordinator. International Research Network “From inequality to 
insecurity? The place of crime and violence in development Practice” (SSF 
grant 2004-2005) 

2001-03 Head of section, Conflict, Movement and State formation, CDR 
1989-94 Coordinator for the Danish Network for Latinamericanists, NETLA 
 
Other 

 PhD Supervisor 
 External PhD examiner (Universities in Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Spain)  
 Referee for American Ethnologist, Ethnos, Journal of Race & Ethnicity, Journal 

of Refugee Studies, Bulletin for Latin American Research, Latin American 
Research Review, Critical Anthropology, Security Dialogue, Norwegian Research 
Council, DfID-ESRC, a.o. 

 
Languages:  
Danish, English, Spanish, (fluency) 
Portuguese (working knowledge). 
German, French, Russian (basic knowledge). 
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List of selected publications 
 
1. Peer reviewed books/edited volumes: 
 
2007  The security-development Nexus. Expressions of Sovereignty and Securitization  in 

Southern Africa. Uppsala and Cape Town: Nordic Africa Institute and HCRC Press. 
(co-edited with Lars Buur and Steffen Jensen) 

 
2007  Fragile States and Insecure people? Violence, Security and Statehood in the Twenty-

first Century. New York and Houndmills Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan (co-edited 
with Louise Andersen and Bjørn Møller) 

 
2005  Sovereign Bodies. Citizens, Migrants and States in the Post Colonial World. Princeton, 

N.J.: Princeton University Press. (co-edited with T.B.Hansen) 
 
2001   States of Imagination. Ethnographic Explorations of the Post Colonial State. Durham, 

London: Duke University Press. (co-edited with T.B.Hansen) 
 
2. Peer-reviewed book chapters and articles: 
 
2010  Security, Development and the Comprehensive Approach. Security Dialogue, 

forthcoming. 
 
2009  Postscript: Home, Fragility and Irregulation: Reflections on Ethnographies of 

Im/mobility. Staf Jansen and Staffan Löfving (eds) Struggles for Home. Violence, Hope 
and Movement of People. Pp. 173-82. New York and Oxford: Berghahn 

 
2008  Forced Migration, Land and Sovereignty. Government and Opposition, Vol. 43/2: 337-

57  
 
2006  Sovereignty Revisited. In Annual Review of Anthropology 35: 295-316 (co-authored 

with T.B. Hansen) 
 
2006  “Sustainable returns”? State, politics and mobile livelihoods. In Mick Dumper (ed) 

Palestinian Refugee Repatriation: Global Perspectives Pp. 109-31. London and New 
York: Routledge. 

 
2005  Violence, Sovereignty and Citizenship in Postcolonial Peru. In Hansen and Stepputat 

(eds) Sovereign Bodies. Citizens, Migrants and States in the Post Colonial World. 
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 

 
2005  Introduction: Sovereign Bodies. In Hansen and Stepputat (eds) Sovereign Bodies. 

Citizens, Migrants and States in the Post Colonial World. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton 
University Press (w. T.B.Hansen) 

 
2004   Marching for Progress. Rituals of State, Citizenship and Belonging in a High Andes 

District. Bulletin of Latin American Research 23/2: 244-59. 
 
2001  Narrations of Authority and Mobility. Identities Vol.8/3: 313-42 (co-authored w. N. 

Nyberg Sørensen) 
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2001  The Rise and Fall of the Internally Displaced People in the Central Peruvian Andes. In 

Development and Change 32/4: 769-92 (w. NN Sørensen).  
 
2001  Introduction: States of Imagination. In Hansen and Stepputat (eds) States of 

Imagination. Ethnographic Explorations of the Postcolonial State. Pp.1-38. Durham, 
London: Duke University Press. 

 
2001  Urbanizing the Countryside: Armed Conflict, State Formation and the Politics of Place 

in Contemporary Guatemala. In Hansen and Stepputat (eds) States of Imagination. 
Ethnographic Explorations of the Postcolonial State. Pp.284-313. Durham, London: 
Duke University Press. 

 
2001  Repatriación y Formas Cotidianas de Formación del Estado en Guatemala. In Estudios 

Interetnicos  vol. 9/4: 25-40. 
 
2000  Dead Horses. Response to Gaim Kibreab's 'People, Place, Identity and Displacement'. In 

Journal of Refugee Studies 12/4: 33-36. 
 
1999  Politics of Displacement. In Journal of Historical Sociology 12/1: 54-80. 
 
1994  Repatriation and the Politics of Space: the Case of the Mayan Diaspora and Return 

Movement’ in Journal of Refugee Studies, 7/2: 175-185.  
 
Editor reviewed book chapters: 
 
2007  Insecurity, State and Impunity in Latin America. In Andersen, Møller and Stepputat 

(eds) Fragile States and Insecure people? Violence, Security and Statehood in the 
Twenty-first Century. Pp. 201-26. New York and Houndmills Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan.  

 
2006   Internal Displacement in Colombia. National and International Responses. In  
   McDowell and van Hear (eds) Catching Fire: Containing displacement in a volatile 

world. Oxford: Lexington Books (co-authored) 
 
2004  Refugees in ‘Regions of Origin’: Towards a common EU Policy? In Per Carlsen and 

Hans Mouritzen (eds) Danish Foreign Policy Yearbook 2004, p.121-144. Copenhagen: 
Danish Institute for International Studies. 

 
2003  Between higher education and ‘Lo Andino’ in Central Peru. In Ton Salman and 

Annelies Zoomers (eds) Imaging the Andes. Shifting margins of a marginal world. 
CEDLA Latin America Studies no.91. Amsterdam: Actant Academic Publishers.  

 
2002  The final move? Displaced livelihoods and collective returns in Peru and Guatemala. In 

Karen Fog Olwig and Ninna Nyberg Sørensen (eds) Mobile Livelihoods: Life and Work 
in a Globalizing World. Pp. 202-24. London and New York: Routledge. 

 
2000  At the frontier of the modern state in post war Guatemala. In Norman Long and Alberto 

Arce (eds) Antropology, Development and Modernities: Exploring Discourses, 
Counter-tendencies and Violence. Pp.127-40. London and New York: Routledge. 
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2000  Espacio, formación de estado y desplazamiento forzado: una perspectiva desde 
Guatemala’ in Wilson, F. (ed) Violencia y Espacio Social. Lima: Instituto de Estudios 
Peruanos. 

 
1999  Repatriation and Everyday Forms of State Formation in Guatemala. In R. Black and K. 

Khoser (eds) The End of the Refugee Circle? Repatriation and Reconstruction. Pp.211-
25. Oxford: Berghahn Books. 

 
Other relevant publications    
 
2009  Synthesis report. Civil-Military Relations in International Operations. DIIS Report 

2009:14. 
http://www.diis.dk/graphics/Publications/Reports2009/DIIS_Report_2009_16_Synthesi
s_Report_web.pdf 

 
2009  Integrated National Approaches to International Operations. DIIS Report 14. 

http://www.diis.dk/graphics/Publications/Reports2009/DIIS_Report_2009_14_Integrate
d_National_Approaches_International_Operations_web.pdf 

 
2009  Civilt-militært samarbejde i internationale operationer – et dansk perspektiv. DIIS Brief. 
 
2008  Study on Fragile Situations and Aid. Commissioned by the Danish Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs http://www.diis.dk/sw63621.asp  
 
2008  Independent Evaluation. Swiss Humanitarian Aid in Angola 1995-2006. Commissioned 

by the Swiss Development Cooperation, SDC. 
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_167148.pdf  

 
2007  Working in ‘fragile states’. Problems, dilemmas, and guidance. DIIS-brief. January 09  
 
2005  MS in Conflict? The Experience and Policies of MS in Relation to Violent Conflict. 

Commissioned by Mellemfolkeligt Samvirke/Danish Cooperation 
http://www.ms.dk/graphics/ms.dk/blivaktiv/kalender/conflict%20study%20report%20p
df.pdf  

 
2004  Refugees, Security and Development. Current Experience and Strategies of Protection 

and Assistance in ”the region of origin”. DIIS Working Paper 2004/11: Copenhagen: 
Danish Institute for International Studies.  

 
2004  Dynamics of Return and Sustainable Reintegration in a ‘Mobile Livelihoods’-

perspective. DIIS Working Paper 2004/10: Copenhagen: Danish Institute for 
International Studies.  

 
2003  Nye Prioriteter i Bistanden. Den Ny Verden Vol 36/1. 
 
2001  Demobilizing armed civilians. CDR Policy Papers no. 4. Copenhagen: Center for 

Development Research 
 
2001  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Danida 2001. More than linking relief and development: 

The multilateral response to violent conflict. Strategy Paper by Finn Stepputat, Ted 
Freeman, and Cecilia Ljungman.  
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2000   Sida: Asessment of Lessons Learned from Sida Support to Conflict management and 

Peace Building: State of the Art/annotated Bibliography. Prepared by Ninna Nyberg 
Sørensen, Finn Stepputat and Nicholas van Hear. Sida Evaluation 00/37:1. Stockholm: 
Dept. for Cooperation with Non-Governmental Organisations and Humanitarian 
Assistance. http://www.sida.se/Sida/articles/12000-12099/12030/utv00_37A1.pdf 

 
 


