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Land is again on the agenda in sub-Saharan Africa after a short break in the 1980s and early 1990s. A new wave of land administration reforms, usually supported by the World Bank and other donors, has been initiated in recent years. Most reforms contain elements of decentralisation and registration of rights, which is thought to enhance tenure security and economic growth. Simultaneously, a number of NGOs, supported by donors, seeks to improve tenure security through rights-based approaches. Support to existing customary institutions also occurs. Formalisation of land rights is an institutionally challenging, costly, and often also politically contentious undertaking. Therefore such land administration reform processes – and development assistance intended to support them – need to be part of a carefully planned, institutionally and politically well-anchored and long-term process.

Apart from the overall intention of many land administration reform processes to enhance tenure security, encourage investments and thus promote economic growth, support for land administration reform processes is often motivated by a wish to secure women’s and other vulnerable groups’ access to land.

Thus, based on a review of recent literature; scholarly research supplemented with evaluations from NGOs and state-backed land titling projects, the Land Administration, Gender Equality and Development Assistance study seeks to:

i. provide an overview of ongoing land administration reform processes – state as well as non-state driven – taking place in developing countries with particular emphasis on Danish partner countries;

ii. provide an overview of types of support through development assistance for such processes;

iii. examine the extent to which such processes particularly address issues related to women’s access to land;

iv. take stock of documented results and social and economic impacts of support for land administration; and 

v. suggest ways in which Danish development assistance can provide support for on-going land administration reform processes in ways which contribute to strengthen women’s and other vulnerable groups access to land and thus participation in economic growth.
