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Governance of the use of natural resources and thus of the environment is a prerequisite for sustainable development. In the wake of the report from the World Commission on Environment and Development (1987) and the subsequent UN conference in Río de Janeiro in 1992 on Environment and Development, a number of global, regional, national and local initiatives have been taken to promote the sustainable use of natural resources.

Such efforts range from international conventions on e.g. climate change and biodiversity, through regional collaboration on governance of transboundary ecosystems and water resources, to the formulation and implementation of national environmental policies and laws. They also include the emergence of myriads of local movements and groups to protect and manage natural resources, including civil society and community groups working to protect or govern e.g. forest areas, farmer cooperatives seeking environmental certification and reward for the ecosystem services they provide; and district governments issuing by-laws e.g. to ensure the availability of water to cater for human and environmental needs. In addition to environmental objectives, many of these initiatives have been guided by broader societal and development objectives such as protecting the rights of the poor and other vulnerable groups to access and use natural resources in a sustainable manner.

Multilateral and bilateral development assistance has played a key role in providing financial, institutional and human resources in support of such efforts. In many countries, comprehensive environmental policies and associated legislation are now in place, and environmental expertise is growing. However, implementation and enforcement of such policies and legislation often lags behind. Even where they have been implemented, outcomes on the ground are not always known or systematically studied.

In addition to this, the environmental issues to be addressed through environmental governance have been far from static since Rio ´92. Depending on prevailing economic opportunities, new users of natural resources have emerged in some areas, and climate change is radically changing environmental conditions. This poses new challenges for environmental governance, including the capacity to address new environmental challenges and consider additional or alternative governance instruments.

Following on from the multitude of past efforts and the challenges posed by the new economic and environmental challenges, various donors have recently undertaken reviews of achievements made through environmental support. There is, however, a need to compile these often individually developed experiences and to combine them with other knowledge, in order to develop a broader, cross-cutting view.

On this basis, the Environment and Climate study seeks to:

i examine the achievement made with governance of natural resource use in developing countries, with an emphasis on the specific role played by development cooperation;

ii analyse the contribution and the results of aid interventions in support of improved governance of natural resources, including support for the development of environmental policies and legislation;
iii identify and analyse the obstacles to effective implementation and enforcement of existing environmental policies and legislation, placing particular emphasis upon the interaction of environmental national-level institutions with institutions both at the international and at sub-national levels;

iv suggest ways in which development assistance may contribute to overcoming these obstacles at the same time as contributing to poverty reduction; and

v actively communicate to different audiences the results of this research.

The research is undertaken in collaboration with DIIS partners in selected Asian, African and Latin American countries in five countries (one in Asia, one – three countries in sub-Saharan Africa and one in Latin America) where DIIS has established working relationships on natural resource governance, and which are also Danida partner countries.  

The study draws on a range of documentation and research data on the impacts, experiences and state of natural resource governance initiatives supported with development assistance. This includes existing reviews by donor agencies (including Danida); relevant national Government reviews; international documentation such as the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment; available existing research on the issue and other relevant forms of documentation.
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